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Orams Ruling: “British Justice Fails the Orams”
Wednesday 27th January 2010: Below is a joint statement from ATCA in the UK,
USA, Australia and TRNC about the British Court of Appeal ruling on the case
between Meletios Apostilides and David & Linda Orams.
The true standards of the EU were once more highlighted by the decision of the British Court
of Appeal (High Court) to find entirely in favour of the plaintiff Meletios Apostilides. Double
standard is an understatement but no longer a surprise to Turkish Cypriots.
In effect, the Cyprus problem has been solved. The Greek Cypriots will no longer have to
wait and seek recourse for remedy through politicians. They will simply take legal action
against their counterpart and claim for their losses through the “appropriate judicial system”.
This action simply extinguishes the need for an overall settlement and allows the floodgates
to be open for litigation and ultimate recompense.
A verdict which is substantially flawed by the presence of a Greek judge heading the ECJ
panel makes a mockery of the Law and the very essence of its core principles – equity and
impartiality.
The ruling is ignorant of the historic occurrences of Cyprus, the realities of the island at
present, and the need to remedy the property disputes of both Turkish and Greek Cypriots
through a negotiated and comprehensive settlement. The Orams case ruling is legally
absurd, because according to the ruling, up to 1 million people (in North and South Cyprus)
are now regarded by EU Law as "trespassers". In fact, every tourist landing at Larnaca
Airport in South Cyprus may be regarded as "trespassers" because the airport was built on
Turkish Cypriot land.
Turkish Cypriots also continue to seek legal redress but not one case has reached an equal
level. This provides no incentive but equally the property issues on both sides of the divide
should firmly remain in the hands of politicians and not lawyers or judges who in general do
not know enough about the Cyprus problem.
Britain’s Guarantor status remains undeniably dormant once more as the British Expatriate
community and indeed British Turkish Cypriots will start wondering when they will next be
issued a writ and attend their own hearing.
This verdict has given no consideration to the public relations in the UK between Greek and
Turkish Cypriots. It will no doubt blight the negotiation process further and ultimately divide
the island – permanently!
As a Guarantor power, the British Government should have advised the court that accepting
the ECJ ruling, at such a critical time, would have been wrong. Compensation can only come
about after a permanent solution has been achieved not through interim legal recourse. Once
again, thanks to the “good old reliable” British legal system, we can always count on it for real
justice!
ATCA would like to extend its support to David & Linda Orams who have courageously fought
this case throughout. ATCA will continue to support them and others in their fight for justice.

Ends/

th

ATCA – UK News Release
www.atcanews.org

27 January 2010

Notes to editors
Please see attached documents for a copy of the two letters sent to the UEFA President. A
copy of the offensive leaflet is also attached.
If you have not received this press release direct, please contact ATCA with your name and
email and your language preference, and we can add you to our press mailing list.
About ATCA – www.atcanews.org
The Association of Turkish Cypriots Abroad (ATCA) was established in July 2003, with the
aim of forming a web site which would address the problems of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus (TRNC) and that of the Turkish Cypriots worldwide. ATCA has two primary
objectives:
i)
ii)

To lobby effectively
To organise and unite the Turkish Cypriots Worldwide

ATCA’s strap line/slogan is: Respect, Equality and Recognition
ATCA lobbies hard and effectively in light of the above slogans, calling on the International
Community to Respect the Human Rights of the Turkish Cypriots, with particular reference to
the ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948’.
ATCA always calls on the notion of Equality to be respected in any solution to the Cyprus
Problem, in light of past UN Resolutions which stipulate that the Cyprus issue is not one of
‘majority and minority’ but that of ‘two equal Communities’. ATCA also calls upon the
International Community to treat the Turkish Cypriots with EQUALITY, so that they may enjoy
the same rights and freedoms as the rest of the world citizens, and without interference from
the Greek Cypriots, who have attempted to ethnically cleanse the island from Turkish Cypriots
since 1963.
ATCA calls upon the Recognition of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, as the Turkish
Cypriots are equal with that of the Greek Cypriots, with rights to Self Determination. This was
clearly demonstrated in the Annan Plan referenda, where both Peoples exercised their right of
self determination. Furthermore, the Turkish Cypriots are NOT ‘Stateless’, but have their own
democratically elected Parliamentarians; President; their own police force; judicial system;
and the essential organs and institutions required for the effective functioning of the Republic.
Contact: Association of Turkish Cypriots Abroad – UK
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Press Enquiries:
Mr. Cetin Ramadan T: + 44 (0) 7803 047187

E: cetin@atcanews.org

